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CAMENT. V. 7. Our Fathers have ſinned, and ate not, and 

we have born their Iniquities. 

E Title of this Book, call'd The Lamentations of Jeremiah, 
1 declares its Author; and the Subject or Matter, of ir ſuf- 
„ ficienrly {hews upon what Occahon ir was wficten; vix. 

Either the Death of 7%iab, or the Deſtruction of feraſalem; or bath. 
For that it was written upon Occaſion of Jofiah's Death, is pro- 

pably argu'd from what we read in 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. And fere- 

mah lamented for foſiah; and all the Singing Men and Singing Women 
pal of Foſtah in their Lamentations to this Day, and made them an Or- 
dinance in Iſrael ; and behold they are written in the L1mentations, 

Bur that it was written upon Occaſion of rhe Deftruction of Jerue 9 
ſalem, and the Captivity in 'Bab»/on, is, I think, ſtill more probably 
argued from that Preface or Incroduction to this Book, which (rho* 
not in the Hebrew) we meet wich in rhe Greek, Tranſlation thereof 
by rhe Seventy, in cheſe Words; ud it came to paſs, that after Iſrael 
was carried Captive, and Jerulatem deſtroy'd, Jeremiah fat aown weeping; 
Land lamented, or utter d forth, this Lamentation upon Jeruſalem, and 
ſaid ; © How doth the City fic ſorrowful, &c. 

Bur it may be, and indeed I think it rhe moſt probable Opinion 
of all, that the Book (as it now is) was written upon both cheſe Oc- 
caſions; I mean, That upon the Death of good King JFe/i+, which 
happen'd ſome Years before the Capriviry, feremiab d id lament for 
him, in ſome {ach Words as we now meer with in this Book ; Bur 
tat afrerwards, upon the Derſtuction of Feryſalem, and rhe carrying 
of che People Captive into B1by/on, he review'd his former Mourn- 
ul Song, and added thereto, and intermingled rherewirk ſome o- 
ther Paſſages that were more pecularly expreſſive of thoſe tad Ca- 
lamities. | 

The Book ir ſelf conſiſts of two Principal Parts; The firſt, con- 
Ain d in the four firſt Chapters, is chiefly a ſorrowful Deſcription 
A the miſerable Condition of the Fews, by the Loſs of ſuch an ex- 
cclient King, by rhe Ruin aud Deſtruction of their City and King- 
dom, and by their own Slavery in Bavylon. The other Part, com- 
prehended in this 5th Chapter, is a Prayer to God for Deliverance 
trom that fore Affliction which they were then under; wherein ro 
move God to Compaiſion, their ſad and milerable State is again fer 
torth, and humbly repreſenced to him. RP 

The Words J am now to diſcourſe of are a Part of this Prayer, 
And, as ſuch, they may be taken and ugderſtood three Ways. 

I. As a ſimple Affirmation of a Matter of Fact; Our Fathers have 

ſinned and are not, and we hade born their Iniquity. 


II. As a Cowplaiat, or an Expoſtulatiog wich God about it; a8 f 
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it had been ſaid; i] or what Juſtice or Reaſon is there in H e 


that we ſhould be piin:fh'd for aur Father's Sint? Or, ver. 
III. Laſtly; As a Petition to God, that it might be fo no longer L'-! 
but that this Entail of Puniſument might now be cut off. Ne! 
And accordingly, in my Diſcourſe on the Words, I ſhall do the = 
| three things. | f Wo 
* I. I ſhall. prove the Matter of Fact; V. That God does ſom we! 
1# times make the Children bear the Sins of the Fathers. | 0 
A 2. 1 mall ſnew that this Mecrhed of God's dealing with finful Me of | 
1 is not to be complain d oi as unjuſt, And | ne 
1 3. Laſtly; 1 ſhall ſhew, chat it is nevertheleſs proper Matter off$ © x; 
2 Petition or Prayer to God that he would be pleaicd to cut of th our 
F Entall of Puniſliment, and not Remember againſt us the Inzquities oft ©: 
C eur Fat! er's. | | ea 
4 And in the Handling of each of theſe Heads, I ſnall have a Par A. 
E- ucularReſfect t that which is the Occaſion of this Day's Huna aun 
* tation and Faſting Kit 
| I. I hall prove the matter of Fact; T "Thar God does ſome ect 
times make the Children bear the the Sins of the Fathers. Our Fate 


have ſin nei and we have born their lies. 

And for the Proot of this we ſhould need to look no farther ther 
to that very Cate which the Tex: refers to z. the Deſtructioꝶ 
oſ 7erti{alem, and the Captivity of the Jews in Babylon ; which came 
not to pals till about threeſcore Years, or more, after that wicked 
Part of Manaſſeb's Reign, 2 King. xXx111. 26, 27. whereby God hark 
been provoked, and upon which he hath determin d, to inflict this 
heavy judgment upon them. 

Bur this is not the only Inſtance of this Kind that the Scriprure 
furniſhes us with. For for the Idolarry of Ahab, 2 Kings x. II. his 
whole Famaily was cur off; for the Sin of Saul in Killing the Gibas 
ites, 2 Sam. xxl. I. the Kingdom after his Death was Plauged 
with three Years Famine, Year after Year, in the Reign of Dausd; 
V9. 14. and the lame Sin was again moſt leverely puniſhed 7 
S-ul's own Family, when it could not be expiated, nor the Plag 
that was thereby occaſioned be removed, but by the Hanging u 
of Seven of his Iſſue. And was for the Sin of Eli (1 Sam, ii. 33-) and te 
his Sons that his whole Poſterity was depriv'd of the Prieſthood »: 
and that all the Increaſeof his Houle died inthe Flower of their Age. 7 

And wha: need I add more ? for we may fee with our own Eyes 
a kanding Example of this in che whole Nation of the Fews, a Peo- f. 
ple once beloy'd by God, and highly favourd above all Nations 
But they, when they crucified the Lord of Life and Glory, ſaid, 6:80 41: 
Blocd be on us, and on o Children ; (Matth. xxvii. 25.) And ſo it; 
has been ever ſince: For from that Time to this, they have nevet 
been in ſuch a flouriſhing Condition as before. It was not many 
Years after chat their City and Temple ind Common wealth were 
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which hey have wandert d about the World as Vagabonds, cvery 
„nere“ hated and deſpis' d, and in ſome Places and Ages moſt miſe- 
hy butcher'd and laughter d; fo that if one ſhould add together 
e rrodigious Numbers of them, that have been Maſſacred in ſe- 
yeral Ages and Countries, chiefly in and ſoon after, the Siege and 
{'-troction of Feruſalem, one would think it hardly poſſible any of 
dem ſhould be remaining; yer ſtill they do remain, and in 

eat Numbers too, {ome of them in almoſt every Country in the 
rd, and every where numix'\} with orher- People, ro be, as it 
were, living Monuments of God's heavy Dilpleafure. 

Or, we may if we will, ſee ſtill a greater Example of this Entail 
of Puniſhment in cur (elves ; I mean in the whole Race of Man- 
nd; upon all whom there is (as we ſee and feel by our own tad 
Experience ) entail'd a Curſe, and a Diſeaſe, for the Tranſgreſſion of 
ur ſirſt Parents; For tis to that we all now owe our preſent Mi- 
ey and Mortality, By one Man Sin entred into the World, and 
Death by Sn; — 0 Death paſſed upon all Men. (Rem. v. 12. 

Ani Laſtly, if we reflect upon that which is the occaſton of our now 
1nbling our ſelves before God, v., the barbarous Murder of 
King HR. Es the Firſt of Bleſſed Memory, by his own Sub- 
j-&ts, the People of this Land, and the Rebellion which preceeded 
©, I believe we may think that we allo, have tome Reaſon ro lay 
vich the Tews in the Text, Our Fathers have ſinned, and are nt, and 
ve have born their Iniquitie:; For well may choſe Evils and Calami- 
es be thought to be tent upon the Narion for that Sin, which have 
een in natural Conſequence the Fruits of it. 

e uch were, plainly, hole many Years of Miſery, of Anarchy 
w 1yranny, and of great Confuſion, which immediately follow'd; 
1 which continued unull che Happy Reſtoration of King Charſes 
ne Second During which I unc we might have taken up and ap- 
v.lrockrfelives a confiderable Parr of chis Book of the Lamentay 

We might have ſaid, as the Prophet here does; How hath che 

Mected From for the Mlultitude of her Tranſgreſſions ? Chap i. V. 

„ From the Daughter of Jion all her Beauty is departed; Her Princes 
came like Harts that find no Paſture; they are gone without Scrength 
fore the Pryjuer, Chap. ii. V. 1. How bath the Lord cover'd the Daugb- 
er of Aion with a Cloud in his Anger, and caſt down from Heaven 

the Earth the Beauty of Iſrael , and remembsed nat bus Foot 

the Dy of bis Anger? Her King, and ber Princes were among 
be Gentiles; The Law was no more; the Propbets alſo found mo 
ion from the Lord. (v. 9.) The Elders fat upon the Ground and kept 
enge, they caſt Duſt upon their Heads, aud cover d themſelves with 
4ckcioth, (d. 10.) All they that went by clapp'd ebeir Hands at ber; 
bey tifſed and magged their Head, {aying ; I this the City that Mn 


_ 
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awe, the Perfection of Beauty, the Foy of the whole Earth? (v. 15.) All 
Enemies alſo open à their Mauih againſt her, and ſaid, Ne have wal. 


— — 


been brought 


found, we have ſeen it. 0.16.) The Prieſt and abe Prophets were, n 
in the Santtuary of the Lord; (v. 20.) The young and the old lay ow, the 


Ground in the Streets; the Virgins and the Young Men fell by the Smd 


(v. 21.) They that were brought up in Scarlet did embrace Dunghils.(Ch. 
iv. V.5.) The Adverſam and the Enemy entred into the Gates ers- 
ſalem; (v. 12.) they ſhed the Blood of the Fuſt in the midſt of her. (v. 19. 
Alſo the Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord was taken in 
their Pits ; of whom we ſaid, under this ſhadow we ſizgll be ſafe. (v. 20.) 


Then was our Inheritance turned ta Strangers, and our Aliens; (Ch. v. 
V. X.) 


dran our Water for Money, and our Wood was {old unto ul. 

(v. 4.) Our Necks were under Perſecution ; we labour'd and had no reſl. 

(v.5.) Servants alſo did rule over us; and there was none to deliver Ws 
out of then Hand. (v. 8.) | | k 

Bur from their Hand (God be thank'd) we have now tor many 

Years been deliver'd ; By the Wonderful and moſt Providenriat 


Reſtoration of King CHARLES the Second ro his juſt Rights, 


we allo were reſtored to our ancient Government both inChurch and State, 
and to the public and free Poſſeſſion of the true Religion, together with 
our former Peace and Proſperity. | i 
And yer, for all this, I doubt I may truly ſay, that we do een 
ſtill in ſome Meaſure bear that Iniquity of our Fathers which we 
this Day deſire to be humble for. is 
For it we look back tothe Limes paſt, it will be eaſy ro diſcern 
that even the War which we are ar fs tune engag'd in, had usfhrft 
Ground in the Wickedneſs 9. Day, For wen the Father was 
cut off, and his Throne and Power uſarp'd, the young Princes were 
forc'd to wander where they cont'd find a Place: And there, in rhe 
Court ofa Noghbourine King, they might eafily learn (there one 
of them we are too ſure did learn) Coftoms and Manners, borh 
in Gorernrfien: and Religion, clearly different from thoſe which had 
been here receiv'd and eſtabliſhd. And ſuch Diligence (we well 
was usd, and inch Progreis made, during a ſhoft 
| leſs rhar Four Years, in endeavouring to bring in the ſame 
Coſtoms and Manners among vs, that if chat Reign had continued 
much longer, we maſt (nnavoidably, to ail Appearance) have 
under very great Bondage, both Spiritual and Tem- 
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Properties and Religion; upon weh we might have faid, in the 
Words of the P/ulmiſt, Our Sout is <jcaped as a Bird out of the Snare 
af the Forler ; the Snare 5: broken, ani we are delivered. But how- 
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er, tho God was gracionſly pleas d not then to Paniſh os ſo l. . 
de leem'd to threaten he would do, and as we were afraid he 
gu'td have done; he was not ſo far reconcil'd to us as to forgive 
ar, Sin wholly, and ſuffer us ro go alogerher unpuniſh'd 5 bur 
g en he removed one Judgment ſent another in its Room So har 
no it may ( hope truly) be ſaid, that we ate now made whole 
that Diſeaſe, of which betore we were ſick almoſt ro Death; it 
i neverthelels be granted, that even the Remedy by which we 
vere cured, and by the Uſe whereof we are ſtill pretery'd in health, 
h0' not ſo bad as tbe Diſeaſe; yer has been, and ſtill is, very pain- 
al and afflicting. For there was no way to keep our Popery and 
lavery then preſſing hard upon us, but by engaging in War with a 
otent Enemy, whole Strength, now, after ſo many Years Experi- 
1ce a3we have had of ir, we have learn d, I ſuppoſe, not to deſ- 
ie. 4 

For as much therefore as this tedious and expenfive War, which 
e have been now for many Years engag. d in, and of which God 
nous When we ſhall ſee an End, was when it was ficſt undertaken, 
nd {til is, the necefſary Remedy of thoſe much worſe Evils that 
e were before in Fear, and indeed indeed in very great Danger of; 
nd ſoraſmuch as the great Danger we were in of thoſe Evils was di- 
eckly and naturally occafon'd by the young Princes being ſent a- 
road to wander in foreign Countries, by thoſe who had firft Re. 
lied againſt and Murdered the Father, and then Seized upon his 
id their Inheritance ; I think I may truly lay, that tho ow Fathers 
ho ſinned are not; yet we, in this heavy Judgment of God ſtill ly- 


7 apon us, do co this Day, bear their Iniquitier ; and how wich 


cer we-ſhall do ſo under this, or {ome other Judgment, God an- 
! knows, 

Bur, ] obſerv'd before that theſe Words might be ùnderſtood, not 
y as affirming a Matter of Fact, that thus it is, bu alſo as imply- 
2 Complaint, or an Expoſtulation with God about it; Onur Fa- 
et have ſinned, and we have born their Iniquities ; 2s if it had been 


nic, Ny us thi e Or what Juſtice or Reaſon is there in it, that we 


au bear rhe Iniquities of our Fathers that fGinned ? Why is at, that 
en they are dead and gene out of the Vi/mld, who did the Sin; Ne, 
„ eing not then bern, could not; We, who if we bad been then Liv- 
, would not have conſented to, nor been Partakers in their Niakedueſ7, 
aud be Puniſhed for it. And therefore I propounded in the Second 
ace, and to that I now proceed. 5 | 
I. To ſhew that this Method of God's dealing with finfal Men is 
£10 be complaid'd of as Unjuſt. And this I hope will ſufficiently 
wear, if theſe following * be conſider d. 
' & 


I. Than 
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Children of wicked Parents are not ſo happy and proſperous as Go 
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t. That the Temporal Evils, by which the Sins of the Fathers; 
puniſh'd in their Chiſd-en, are many times, no other than the*ng 
rural and neceſſary Effects of thoſe Sins which the Fathers wae 
guilty of. | | 

This I have ſnewn to be in great Meaſure true as to thoſe Evil 
which we of this Nation have felt, and do ſtil! feel, in Puniſhmen 
(as we may well think) of the Sin that was committed as on thi 

war by our Fathers, in the barbarous Murder of the Lord's Anoit 
ted. | | | 

And the ſame is plainly true in many other Inſtances. 

For thus the Prodigal waſtes away, in Rioting, Exceſs or G 
ming that Portion of Worldly Goods which was left him by his care 
tu! Anceſtors, or neglects thoſe Opportunities of improving his Stoc 
which the good Providence of God afforded him; and by this mean 
comes to Beggary, He and his Children after him: But how cat 
it otherwiſe be, unleſs God ſhould every day work Miracles, an 
multiply Men's Treafure (as once he did the poor Md Oy! 
— — to maintain them in their Luxury, Extra vagance 6 

loth | 

And ſo likewiſe the Intemperate and Unclean Perſon fills his By 
dy with fon! Humours, and contracts loathſom Diſeaſes, and rhelf 
of conrle deſcend ro thoſe that derive their Bodies from his: An 
it muſt needs be ſo, unleſs God thou'd interpoſe with his Almight 
Power, to put a ſtop to the uarural Effects of our Folly and Mad 
neſs. This indeed be might do, it he pleas d; bar that he ſhould d 
o can with no Reaſon be expected. And when it thus happens, ant 
the Father lives to ſee ir, this muſt needs be a ſore Affliction and P 
niſhmenr to him; but to the Children it is only a Misfortune, an 
on God's Part it is only a Permiſſion; ho can't therefore be chat 
ged with Injuſtice for ſuffering things to take their natural Courſe. 

2. It may be conſider d, that the Temporal Evils and Calamitix 
where with God puniſhes the Sins of the Fathers in their Children are 
for the moſt patt, only Privations of thoſe Mercies with which H 
had freely beſtowed upon them once; Or Denials of ſnch Fa vou 
25 he might (it he had pleas'd ) have confert d upon them, but wi 
under no Obligation, in Juftice, to grant, altho they had been de 
cended from the moſt vertuous Parents. Or, in other Words, Thi 


could have made them, if he would: Their Puniſhment is com 
monly no more than this, that God does not ſhe them ſuch F: 


vour, as he does ( it may be) ſhew ro ſome others, but is not © 
blig d to ſhe to any. And what lnjuſtice is there in this ? May 1. 
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he do what be will with his own ? May not ke hebe Merey on whem be 
will have Mercy, and ſhew Favent to whom he pleates ? | 
Thus it was in the Caſe of Rehobo111, from whom God was plea- 
ſed ro ſuffer Ten Tribes ro revolt, tor che Sin and Idolatry of his 
Father S-/omou : Bur be needed not to have fefr him one Tribe; to 
reign over one Tribe was more than he or his Father either, could 
have challeng'd of God a a Due; God did him no wrong there- 
fore in giving him no more i an one Tribe: And we can t jay that 
he did, withaut deny ing to God, the Sovereign Lord and Proprietor 
of all things, that Power and Liberty which we our ſelves claim of 
beſtowing our free and unmerired Favours on whom we will. For 


= 


rheurs : 
1 the 2 
ers wie 


ſe Evil 
niſhmen 
$ ON th 
s Anoit 


or Gl har Man is there who having a Place or Gift to beſtow, will not 
his care chuſe to beſto it rather on One whoſe Father was his Frierid, tban 
is Stoch on One whoſe Father was his Enemy > And who can think him to 
mea dame for ſo doing 2 If we therefore, who are only Stewards of 


ow Call thoſerhings we poſleſs, and pretend to give away, may do th 

„ ard cerrainly God, the true Owner and Proprietor of all things may do 
vs ON the ſame, without the leaft Imputation of Injuſtice. 

a And ſuch have been the Calamiries which have. befallen this Nati- 
on, ſince the Perperration of that horrid Wickedneſs which we this 
Day lament ; thoſe Evils, I mean more eſpecially, which hare in 
Natural Conſequence been produced or occation d thereby; Very 
grievous Calamiries indeed they have been in themſelves, but yet 
they have been rather Denials or Privations of Good, than poten 
Infli tions of Evil. Par tho“ we ſuffer d for ſeveral Years after the 
Commiſſion of this great Wickedneſs, the manifo!d I:conveniences 
both of Anarchy and Tyranny ; and have never fince been ſo well 
ſettled, either in Go\ernment or Re igion, as we were before z yet 
after all that is come upon us, the mot that can be ſaid is, thar we 
have not been ſo happy a Nation 2s ive might have been, and pro- 
3 bably ſhould have been, had not the of that P.oyal and Inno- 
amiticg cent Blood that was as this Day ſhed, 1aid upon us; But ſtil! God 
en are be thanked ) we have been more Happy han moſt of our Neigb- | 
ich H bour· Nations; we have in the main enjoy d a much greater Meaſure. i 
a vou of Liberty and Peace, of Plenty and Proſperity than moſt of them l 
ut wa dave done. So that tho we have been always, like the Iſraelites of = 
en de . Murmuring and Complaining ; and like Solomon's Fool, Cry- = 
g our of the badneſs of the Times, and Enquiring why the former 8 
D 1ys were better than theſe ; yer Ibelieve, that if they who have been 
ine moſt full of Complaints, had when they were firſt Born into the L 
World. been endued with a Foreſight of all that has ſince happen d br 
in the World, and it had then been put to their Choice to have liv'd i 
in what Part of the World they bad pleas'd, it would have puzled E 


them 


unn Our any Country in the whole Earth, wherein the. 
could rather have cholen to have liv'd ; or. wherein if they bad H. 
ved, they would have ſuffer d fewer Difficulties, or leſſer Inconve. 
niences, or have enjoy d a greater Meaſure of Eaſe, Safety, Plen, 
ty and Proſperity, than they have done here. So that tho' it may be 
true, and I think it probable that it is ſo, that we have in our. Ape 
born in ſome Meaſure the Iniquities of our Fathers; yet upon the 
whole, we have no reaſon to be diſcontented with our Lot, or to 
complain as if we were hardly dealt with. Bur, | 

3. In order to the farther clearing this Method of the Divine Pro- 
vidence from the leaſt Imputation of Injuſtice, it may be conlider'd 
that God has a Sovereign and Uncontroulable Dominion over all our 
Perſons as well as over our Pyſſeſſions; that we our ſelves are his 
Goods, as we'! as any of thole things are which we, by his Bounty | 
do enjoy; For 'rwas He that made us, as well as all other things; W;- 
And he might not have created us at all; or he might have made us 
Birds, or Beaſts, or Fiſhes ; Monſters, or Naturals ; and if be had 
not done ſo, we conid not have complain d. For, as the Apoſtle ar- 
gnes, R m, ix. 12. Shall the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, . 
Woy haft thou made me thut? Hath not the Potter Power over the Ci, 
ef the jame Lump to make one Veſſel unto Honour, and another unte ee 
Difhoneur 5 et 

He therefore being our Sovereign Lord, to whom we are in- 
debted tor all we have, and ro whoſe meer Grace and Goadpels it N. 
is entirely owing that we our ſelves have aby Being at all: He may! 
in Right of that abſolute Dominion which he bas over us as our 
Creator, without any Injuſtice, put us into whatever Condition be 
pleaſes, or alter it for the worſe whenever he will, without affign- Ih :! 
ing any other Cauſe or Reaſon for his ſo doing, but his own Piea- WW: 
ſure only. Nay, he may if he will wholly take away that Life and WW 
Being which he freely gave us, whenever he lifts ; when we are 
but a Month, or but a Day old, as well as when we have lived here 
rhreeſcore or fourſcore Years; And in all this he does us no Wrong, 

| becauſe ir was a free and unmerited Favour that we ever liv'd at all, 
and noraing can oblige him to continue to us an undeſerved Favour, 
unleſs he pleaſes, or for a longer time than he ſees good. 

In ſhorr 53 whatever Condition God is pleas d to put any of his 
Creatures into, if it be but better than Non exiſtence, or not heing 
ar all, thar he may put any of his Creatures into, tho they be per- 

. tely innocent, without doing them any Wrong : And therefore it 
can he no Irjuſtice in God ro take Occaſion from the Sins of our 
Fathers or Progenitors, to deal ſo by us as he might have done, tho 


neither they nor we had ſinned. For he may certainly, without Þ n- 
juſtice 
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ICOnve. Wy, ir may be alſo confidered farther, that very many, if nor m 

Pen, ||» Evils and Calamities by which God puniſhes rhe Sins of the 
nay be s in their Children, are ſuch as are very great Puniſhmnenrs to 


ur Age -1renrs, but are often very ſmall Evils, nay {omerimes are very 

on the MW... eſſinęs ard Favours to the Children which fuffer them. | 

„or to vs, The untimely Death of a hopefal Child is indeed a very | 
| *iichion 15 the Parent, eſpecially when he reflects _ t as a 

le anment rx by God upon him for his Sin; but tis a leffing to | 

der d la himlelf, who dies in the Lord, and iS convey d into Para- of 

all our of a croubleſome World, before he ſo much as knew the { 

Ire his He of it. | 

Sounty bus likewiſe, Toa Man that has toiled and drudged all his 

hings; e endeavouring by Fraud. Oppreſſion and Extortion, t heap 

ney voi her a great deal of Wealth, and to raiſe a Family, it mult 

IC Dad 


be a preat Grief and Diſappointment, to fee his Wealth, alt 


ſtle ar- WW: :!'i-corren Goods montdering, waſting, or ( as the Miſe Man ex | 
ned it, Ne ) flzeing away ; ſo that his Children, whom he has brought | 


e Clay, 


in all Delicacy and Softneſs, are in danger of being reduc d to 
T unte 


ovary, or muſt be forc'd to get their Living by hard Labour ; 
the Children themſelves, for whoſe ſake it is that he is ſa much 


are in-. 4, this Diſpenſation of Providence may be the greateſt Blob 


nels. it Me t could befal them; and fo it will be, if che Confiderarion — | 
* M2)" W-r + imprefſes upon their Minds a ſerious Senſe of Religion, and | 
as ur moriity them to this World, and puts them upon taking | 
lon be Courſes, and makes them to beware of ſplitting themſelves up- | 
affign. WY ::.- {ame Rock 

Piea- Wir! © iikewiſe, if it be ſuppoſed (as I do indeed ſuppoſe) that we have born, 


fe and il bear, the Þriquities of our Fathers, who fined, and are not; particu-, 


at great Iniquity which was acted as upon this Day, the Barbarous Mur- 


7 un Excellent Prince, together with the other Wickedneſſes that were 
ere y thereto; there may be, however, a 42 deal of Goodneſs, as well 
Tong, e, in this Diſpenſation of Providence. For to them who had a Hand 
at all, 5 Sin, if they had any Affection at all to their Native Country, or any 
- 1nd Concern about Pofterity, it could not but be an Affliction to fee what 


un they had, by this Sin, and the Preparations to it, brought upon their 
11: ; to behold vat Diſorder and Confuſion they had put every thing in- 


f his +4 ro contemplate the Miſeries which were thereby entail'd upon their Po- 
heing gut now to us their Children, even thoſe Evils that we "ave _— 
do yer ſuffer, upon that Account, may in Conſequence, be a Bleſhing. An 

> PET eu be, if we thereby ſhall be warn'd to avoid thoſe Sins which have | 
ore it do a fach Miſeries upon us; So they will be, if thereby ſhall be taught . | 
four fcndy Loyalry to our Sovereign, to yield due Obedience to the Laws, = 

tho' conform regularly to that excellent Worſhip, which by God's Providence has _— 
F Yo. n {ince reftor'd, and is now eſtabliſhed among us; to be humble, contented, = 


* orderly, in our ſeveral Stations; to t, to be quiet, and to as our own Buſi- | 
neſs | 
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ſay, ſhall be O happy as, by all the Evils that have befallen us, to leren the 
Vertues and Graces, we ſhall have no Reaſon to complain of our having ut 
fer'd thoſe Evils, from which we ſhall have reaped ſuch great Advantage. Fo 
much better it will be for us to have born the -Puniſhmgnt of our Fathers Ir 
quity, withour-the Guilt of it, than it wovId be 95 Theur the like Guilt © 
clves (as perhaps without uch Warning we ſhould have done) ho“ we mig 
eſcape the Temvoral Puniſhment thereof, Any Evil is ro be reckon d as g 
when it prevents or cures a greater Evil; and there's no Evil of Aﬀiction 
at as rhe leaſt Evil of Sin. 

In this theretore, and ſuch like Caſes, when by the Judgment of God ( whe 
ther for their own or others Sins) Men are taugt Right coujneſs, they have n 
Reaſon to complain. When the Wickedneis of the Fathers is, with this goal 
Effect viſited upon their Children, tho' the Matter of the Fuuiſhment ſrems 
light upon the Children, it is vet in Truth a puniſhment only to the wicked P; 
rents; but to the Children ir is a great Bleiling, and what they will have Rey 
fon to Bleſs God for to all Eternity. Such Puniſhments as this are like the Pik 
lar of the Cloud wherewith God oace condutted the Iſraelites through the Reg: 
Sea, they have a double, and a very different Aſpect ; For, on rhe one ide, V 
that which looks towards the Parents. they are all Rlackneſs, and Darknels 
and Melapcholly: They can't but be heartily concern d at the Miſeries W??? 
they have entail d upon their Poſterity , But on the ather fide, Vz. tat which 
looks towards the Children, they arc all Light and Brightaefs, ſerving to d. 
rect them in the Way thev are ro go. and helping them to ſteer in he right 
Courſe to the heavenly Canaan, the Land of Ererlaſting Blefledaeſs. | 

Thus the Divine Juitice might be vindicated in Puniſhing, as it ſometime 
does, the Sins of the Fathers in their Chiidren, tho' ir be ſuppoſed that the 
Children themſelves have done nothing © deſerve Puniſhmenr. But then 
add in the fich and laſt Place. 

5. That whatever the TemporalFvils and Afflictions arc, wherewith God ! 
aþ any time pleaſed ro puniſh the Sins of the Fathers in their Children, they an 
never more nor greater than the Children themieives do deſerve to ſuffer meer. 
ly for their own Tranſgreſſions. And therefore, they can have no Reaſen ti 
think it hard that God is pleas'd'to take Occaſion from the Sins of their then 
to inflict upon them thoſe Plagues and Puniſhments, which otherwiſe perhap 
he would not have inflicted ; becauſe, without Injuſtice, he might have laid tn 
{ame upon them much ſooner, and in a la:ge Meaſure, only upon Account d 
their own Per ſonal Guilt and Tranſgreſſion. 18 

This was certainly the Caſe of the Jews who were carried Captive to Bah 
lon. They ſaid, and perhaps truly, Our Fat here have ſinned --—- and we han 
born their Iniquity; They ſaid, and perhaps truly, The Fathers ha uc eaten | own 
Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are [et on Edge; but they needed not to nav, 
look'd further for a Reaſon of all the-Calamiries that had befallen thorn, t 

to thernſagives only. They had Lad indeed a good King, who after the wicke 
Reign of March, by which the People had been exceedingly corrupced, nad 
ſhewn them an excellent Pattern, and had carneſtly endeavour'd to retorm ch 
State of things; but it does nor appear by the Hiſtory chat the People were a 
all reform'd by his Care. And therefore the Prophet Ezekiel ſharply reprove 
them, when they were in the Captivity in Balylon, tor Jaying the Blame of thi 
Bondage, which they then endur'd only upon the Tranſgreſſion of their Fachen 
in the Reign of Maraſſeh, as if they themſclves had done nothing at all to de- 
ſerve it. Ex ck. xviti. 2. Whar mean ye, that ye uje this Proverb concerning in 
Land of Iſrael , Jayine, the Fat lr have eaten 2 (x7 apes, and the Chitara 
T<eth are Jet m1 Edge® He docs not ſay, that there was not then, nor ever nal 
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en an Ground in Fact for taat Proverbial Speech; but only, asks the Que- 


Guilt ooo, bat man ye to uſe this Proverb? In which Words it is not imply'd, 
e mie ec Proverb was never true, but only that they in particular had no Reaſon 
:d a5 wat * it; that is, that they had done enough themſelves to deſerve all they ſuf- 


'{ and a great deal more, and ſo ſhould not have needed, in Excuſe. as it 
cht themſelves, ro have laid all the Blame upon their Fathers. And there- 


* 


fiction 


504 ( whelWic ir follows in the next Verſe, As I live, ſaith the Lord, ye ſball nor haue Oc- 
y have off; 75 more 46 1 [ce 247 Proverb in Iſrael. Which Words are not (as I ſup- 
this goal to be vnderſtood,. 45 if the Proverb might never be uſed ; that is, as if 
it {cems1 { never had, nor never would inflict Temporal Evils upon Children for the 
vicked Þ; the Fathers; for he himſelf plainly d:clares the contrary, Exod. xxxiv. 
have Re ind in more than ten Places belides} {ring the iniquity of the Fathers up- 
de the P laren, aud upon the Child ms Chilaren, unto the third, and unto tk: 
h the Red : Generation ; I have already had Occaſion to mention ſeveral Examples ot 
fide, des dealing with Men; But (the Meaning of thoſe Words, Ie jball nos 
DarknealW$-: 0: fin to ve this Provere, | take ro be this.) that tance they were ſo con- 
es Wh if themſelves, and tood ſo much in the Jultification of their own Inno- 
at Which ace; God was relolv'd to continue his Tudgments * them ſo long until 
ng to d <5 ſhould be opened to fee their own Guilt, and to be ſenfible that all 
the rig crings which they had endur'd had been no more than a juſt Puniſh- 


ent upon them for their own Tranſgreſſion only, Ye hall not have Occaſion to 
A Proverb any more. 
this fame, I doubt, is now our Caſe. Very willing we are to ſhift oft 
e from our ſelves, and ro ſay, as in the Text, Our Fathers have ſinned, 
have born their Iniquity ; And, it _ be, we have ; I think ir probable 


— 


ometime 
thar the 
ut then | 


th God at we have done ſo; and particularly that the Innocent Blood ſhed as 
, they art bus Day, has ſince in many Inſtances been reveng'd upon us: But be ir fo, 

er meet g over, ſhould not need ro go ſo far off for a Reaſon of all our Calami- 
Ncaſon Xx FP auſe, it our Eycs be but open, we may ealily ſee a ſufficient Cauſe of 
ir @chcon Home. This I dare fay, that whoever reads the Hiltory of the 
» perhanfW ics before that Great Rebellion brake ont, and compares the State of Things 
e laid een h what it is now; 1 mean as to Matters of Religion and Morality; As 
count the Exerciſe of Piery, Juſtice and Sobriety, will have little Reaſon to think 


at we are better than our Fathers; He will, I tear, rather have Reaſon to 
y that we are a great deal worſe; ſo that we need not [ook farther than to our 
ves only for a Cauſe of all thoſe Evils that have betallen us, or which we 
ave yct cauſe to fear. Or if what we have hitherto ſuffer'd has been only for | 
e Sins of our Fathers, we have Reaſon to fear, that as our Wickedneſs is, to .=- 
| Appearance, greater than theirs, ſo our Poſterity live to ſee worſe Times 


to Baby 
we hau 
618 | G wrt 
to han 


Wickel lan we have done. | b | 
cd, For then, in the Days of our Fathers, there was at leaſt a Form | | 
orm ct Godlineſs; and now there is hardly ſo much as that: Then the | 
were Hublick Devorions were performed regularly, the Churches duly | 
reprovall.. | | , age | | 
cet <qQuented, the Pater familas follow d to his Pariſh-Church by his | 
 FachenW& hole Houſhold ; Good Ordets, and good Hours were then kept 

1 ro de Families; Children and Servants were Catechisd and taugt 
rung cir Duty; and that leiſure Time from Buſineſs in Evenings, 9 
* hich is now by too many ſpent in in intemperate Clubs, or in the _ 
r Diverſions of an impudent and ungodly Theatre, was then paſs d 


way in innocent and friendly Couverſation among Neighbours, 
nu Family Diſcipline and Devotion. Then, Vice, however it might 
e iecrerly practis d, was aſhamed to be teew ; there was — Pro- 
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phaneneſs in the Streets; None had the Confidence then to ſp 
openly againſt Religion, to make a Mock at Sin, to ridicule che H 
ly Scriptures, ro deny the Lord that bought them, to plead for Irrel 


Lt) 


Wor | 41 


Lion, ro pnbliſh Blaſphemy in Print, or to appear other than 
Friend ro Piety and Goodneſs. Nay then, the Stage ir (elf .“ 
leaſt in Compariſon with what it has been hnce ) was chaſte, mt 4 
deft and vertuous. Bur what the State of Things is now, in a :- 
theſe Reſpects, I ſhall not need to obſerve, we all (ce it, and kn ee 
it full well nec 
And if I ſhould ſay moreover that there are ſome {till among us M © 
deeply tainted with thoſe Principles of Sedition and Rebellion whidM..... 
brought about this Day's Tragedy as any of their Fathers were, an 
who, if they had lived in their Days, would have been as forward 
the forwardeſt of them were in unhinging the Government, a 
Deftroying the Church, nay, and in bringing their Sovereign to the * 
Block ; cho' tome, perhaps, would be angry at my ſaying this, . 
tear ir would be only for my [peaking a Truth out of Seaſon ; And -n 
they, I believe, would be moſt angry with me for ſaying it who bei 
know it to be a Truth. « 
Upon the whole then, it being ſo apparent char we are not bene. 
than our Fathers (I would ro God I could {ay we are not worle) the 
it may be true, that we do in {ome Meature bear their Iniquiriegl Bu 


we have yer no reaſon to complain; neither have we more Ogcaſogiyt |: 
than the Jews in Capriviry had, to uſe that Proverb, The Fathers ha 
eaten ſowre Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth ave ot on Edge: But rathe 
I'm ſure we may well ule thoſe Words of the Prophet Ezra applying |; 
them to our ſelves, and lay ; After all that is come upon 1s, for 
evil Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs, our Hd has pumſhed us leſs that 
our Tniquities deſerve ; (Ezra ix. 13.) and he would have done fo, ab 
tho he had nor granted us any of thole wonderful Deliverance 
which he has been pleas'd in our great Extremities to vouchlafe uns 
ro Us. 

But whether we now have Reaſon to vic thar Proverb or nor, it 1s certain, that 
t may ſometimes be uſed ; it is certain, that God does ſometimes vit the Sin 
of the Fathers upon the Chiliren. And theretore, tho when this happens, it i 
not (as I have thewen) to be complain'd of; yet we may at any time, very re 
ſonably and pioully deiire of God, that it ma not to happen to us. And this wal 
the Third and laſt Point I propounded to ſpeak to; Viz, 

III. To fhew that it is a proper Matter of Petition or Prayer to God, that hel” 
would be pleas'd to cut off this Entail of Puniſhment, and not make us bear ny”! 
Iniquities of our Fathers. : | 3 

la this Senſe, I obſerved before, the Words of the Text, conſider'd as Pact ty + 
2 Prayer to God, may be underſtood, viz. as urging a Reaſon to move God ta 
have Compatiion upon his People in Capriviry : Oar Fathers have ſinned, and 
we have born their Jniquitics: As it it had been ſaid; Hithertoe we have bot 
them, but let it be ſo now wow no longer; Let thy Fuſtice be — — with that Ve 
geance which thou haſt already taken, inthe Mijeries which our Fathers endured i 
heir own Perſons, au Whish ih di ved te joe brought upon #i thelr , 7 

| the 
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lr Meant; Now therefore, fince they are not, ſince they, being gave on? of this 
V, ave no longer ſenſibly of thoſe Evils which we |uffer in it; we humbly Pray 
be, that thou would'ft have Pity upon us their Children, and not aid us a 
ger upon their Account ;,*Tis time, we hope, . now, that thou ho make 4 
than 10 of us, and ſee if we wit not beſis ur our Apes better than our Fathers did. 
ard there are other Examples in Scripture of Prayer, or Perition of this Kind: 
i. cvi. 6. We haue ſimed with our Fathers, ſays the Pſalm is, we have com- 
te, me niquity, we have done wickealy ; Our Fathers under Meoa vor thy Wonders 
„ in a :7y0:, and ſo on. What could they mean by thus conteſſing the Sins of their 
d kno hers, but to Deprecate the Evils whereby thoſe Sins had deſerv'd'/ro be pu- 
ned in their Poſterity ? 
therefore an unreaſonable Exception which ſome have made to that Peti- 
01 in our Litany, Remember nor Lord our Offences, nor the Offences of our Forefa- 
as if (tor that's what they would make the World believe of us) we here + 
mply'd with the Papiſts, in Praying tor the Dead: But no ſuch Matter, we 
t herein Pray for the Dead, for thoſe who (as the Text expreſſes it) are at ;; 
iy Pray tor our ſelves who are alive, that we may not bear their Iniquities. 
nd iv hatPetition can be better grounded and warranted chan this is, wheo we 


Ag us 
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n to ug. , plataly told in {everal Places of Scripture, that God does vit the Sin: of 
this, Neher upon the Children ? 7H 

; And 4nd a5 cauſeleſs is their Anger who are diſpleaſed with us for Keepirig this 
tho bel 2 Day of Solemn Faiting, Humiliation and Prayer, va which, ro tbe 


1011.7 of aur Nation, and the Reproach of the Reformed Religion, the Bleſſed 
ng Charies the Firſt was barbarouily Murthered by his on Subjects, rhe Peo- 
e of this Land; and that too in the melt ſhameful Manner, — in a pretend - 
| H:gh Court of Juſtice, and by them Sentenced to be Executed as a Maleta Cor. 
Put why arg they angry with us tor Keeping this Day? Is it becauſe they do 
x like chat a Day of Faiting ſhould be kept upon {ſuch an Occahon? Then, it 
ems, ry approve of the Fact; they think it was well done; they think it was 


ot betue 
rie) cho 
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Wand 
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* * tung not ro be aſham'd vr repented of, Bu? who con ſtretch. forrh his Hand a- 
IL rathe nf tbe Lord's anginted, and be guiltmeſ+? 1 Sam. XxV1. 9. If then we will rake 
PP: mo: cut of the Scripture before theirs, it was a Sin, and a great one too; 
, for os, ver any fingle Act was ſuch, it was a National Sin; for 'rwas done by 
leſs tb n bad then uſurp'd the Sopreme Authority, and there was alſo too gene- 
> ſo. A Content of the People to it ; there is good Reaſon therefore that the whole 
, nion ſhonld be humbled and forrowtul for it, and with one Voice and Cry 


/CTanca 


c mccate the Puniſhment thereof. 
late un 


* 
Pur ic is @ long, while ago, they fay, ſince this was done; tis fit therefore now 
x the Day ſhould be laid alide ; It it was a Sin, 'twas not however our Sin 
rain, chal: the Sin of aur Feathers, and they are nor; what matters it then to us what 
t the i did ? They have aniwer'd tor it to God, and receiv'd their own Doom; 
ens, it v4 why ſhould we, who had no Hand at all in che thing, take the Guilt of it 
very 'C- ur ſelves? 
1 this wu But if o Fathers, who ſinned, are not, we may ſtill bear their Iniquities; It 
exprelly ſaid in Scripture, that God viſte theSins of the Fathers upon the Chil. 
4, that hem” vn 0 the third and fourth Generation. It then we are ſtil! Jjiable ro rhe 
$s bear ie inc 1d gments upon that Account, I think there is Reaſon good that we ſhould 
continue to Pray, as we have hitherto done, that theſe Judgments may not, 
as Patt i but that God Will be reconciled so the Lava ; and when he makes Inqui- 
ve God ta loo, not lay the Guilt of this innocent Blood ta the Cham of the People 
med, ad" aud, nor ever require it of us on our Poſterir And will be too ſoon to 
have lee Praying thus z nay, t will (I think). be too {oon-do much as to enter in- 
that Inn date about it, until (at leaſt) the Term of this exprefs Divine Ihreat- 
endured is be cpi rd, chat is, until the u and fourth Generation ſhall be paſt 
kilaren bf | d 
their | 
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and gone, and / 2 Chidren, and the Childrens Children ſhall (be gathered wh 
their Fathers * | 

And more than this needs not, I hope, be aid upon this Point to thoſe nl 
by their Prefence in this Place, upm this Occafioa, do ſufficiently ſhew hep 
Approbation or the Keeping of this Day, and that they think there is b 
great Reaſon tor ir, For I will not fuppos® it poſſihle that any of you have bu 
now TO king OTTy dd. w nile you have {oor 4 to bY Praymg 0 him. 

I oniy add therctore, that to make the Preyers we have now put up to 
availng, we mult torſake our Sins, as ell as confeſs them. As there 
have been now Confeſſing that they Wert +he Crying Sing of this Nation il 
prought 01911 This neavy Judgment p01 15 , bo ter ws be careful that we (al 
; worſe thing come with us, And as we have been Praying that 
{ay it te our Charge the G © tha! innocent Blood which was ds "tl 


* 
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Day ſhed ; (o let us be cautious never 0 give Conſent to any ſuch Sin, nor 
any Approaches towards it. 

This ig the Way to ger the Entatl of Puniſhment cat off; I don't ſay that 
i certainly do it; (tor we have luſtances in Scripturt of the Sins of Fa 

mniſed urthen Children, even when the Children were nor ſuch Sinne 
Lhe Fathers had been) but that this 18 trac tkelieft Means we can vie to do it; 
hat without this there can be no ren le Expettation that it ſhould be day 

In a word then, and to Concbud all Thar the whole Nation may be 
ſorm'd, let every one ot us take Care to amead himiclf, And that the GO 
ment buth in Church and Store mare maintain'd, and our Holy Religion g 
the P. blick Peace prefery'd, (When, I bope, is what we do all Bays + dein 
Let every one of eu, mind his own Buſineis, and move regularly in his om 
Sphere, and leave it ro Tings to govern Nations, and to God to govern 
World. 

And when by our Afict.ons we ſhall be 5r0ught to this Religious, Law 
Humble, Pesccable and Contented Temper : en, and not before, we mil 
rea ſunably lock to ſee good mes; then we may pray, and reaſfonablyhopes 
will be with good Succeſs, that God will corrfort 145 again now after the Thmerhll 
he has plagued us, and for tie Toms wherein we ve ſuffered Aa ve ſity. 

Which Goo of his G, grant, for the | 142 of eur Lord ſdſus Chriſh 
whom, &a. 
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